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The Rule of 72:  Double the Fun 
Who wants to double their money? A rhetorical question, but Triathlon Partners LLC isn’t about 
getting rich quick ponzi pyramid schemes.  Our process is methodical, and philosophy involves 
lowering the volatility of your portfolio through product and asset diversification.   

The rule of 72 is a back of the envelop calculation that tells you how long it will take to double 
your money.  Seventy-two is the product of the annual rate of return and the number of years it 
takes to double your money. Earning 8% a year for 9 years will double your money, as 8 times 9 
is 72.  10 & 7.2, 6 & 12, 4 & 18.  It’s a nice rule of thumb and gives an overall frame of 
reference for a long-term investor. 

A 48-year-old has a 401k from a previous employer that is just languishing paying high mutual 
fund fees and a bonus fee that employers like to tag onto ex-employees.  The balance of the 
account is $100k.  The investor will start taking required minimum distributions, RMDs at age 
75, which is 27 years from now.  A moderately aggressive allocation should have an average 
annual performance of 8%. From the rule of 72, we know that the money will double every 9 
years.  Over the next 27 years, there are three 9-year periods, so the account balance should 
double 3 times.  Double once is 2, double twice is 4 and double 3 times is 8.  Because the 401k is 
qualified, no money will be taxed until withdrawal, and there will likely be no deposits into the 
old 401k rollover account.  So, it is very reasonable to expect that an allocation that should 
produce an 8% annual return will increase the $100k investment to $800k in 27 years. 

Triathlon Partners LLC philosophy doesn’t involve smoke or mirrors. We assist our clients attain 
their financial goals.  If one of your goals is to get rich, we won’t judge, and we can create a 
financial plan that can help achieve. 

Try combining the rule of 72, with Early and Often: The Slogan of a Savings Champion. 

Triathlon Partners LLC understands that a thorough and disciplined approach to your personal 
finances can have a large and positive impact on your future. Do you have dormant accounts 
from previous employers? Contact Triathlon Partners and let us help you maximize your 
financial potential. 

Contact us 
Visit us on the web: https://www.triathlonpartners.com/ 
Follow us on Facebook 
Connect with us on LinkedIn 
To unsubscribe click here 
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TRIATHLON PARTNERS LLC, is a registered investment adviser.  The information presented is for educational 
purposes only and does not intend to make an offer or solicitation for the sale or purchase of any specific 
securities, investments, or investment strategies.  Investments involve risk and, unless otherwise stated, are 
not guaranteed.  Be sure to first consult with a qualified financial adviser and/or tax professional before 
implementing any strategy discussed herein. Past performance is not indicative of future performance. 

Investment Advisory Services are offered through TRIATHLON PARTNERS LLC, a registered investment adviser. 
Insurance products and services are offered and sold through individually licensed and appointed agents in 
all appropriate jurisdictions. 

Please remember that securities cannot be purchased, sold or traded via e-mail or voice message 
system. Likewise, insurance coverage cannot be bound, altered, or cancelled via e-mail or a voice 
message system. 
This email transmission and any documents, files or previous email messages attached to it may contain 
information that is confidential or legally privileged.  If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that you must not read this transmission and that any disclosure, copying, printing, distribution, or 
any action or omission of this transmission is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in 
error, please immediately notify the sender by telephone at 1-475-241-4417 or return and delete the original 
transmission and its attachments without reading or saving in any manner.  
 


